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Thanksgiving Blessings

Thanksgiving Prayer

We come to this table today, O Lord, humble and thankful and glad.
We thank Thee first for the great miracle of life,

for the exaltation of being human, for the capacity of love.
We thank Thee for joys both great and simple –

For wonder, dreams and hope;
For the newness of each day;
For laughter and song and a merry heart;
For compassion waiting within to be kindled;
For the forbearance of friends and the smile of a stranger;
For the arching of the earth and trees and

heavens and the fruit of all three;
For the wisdom of the old;
For the courage of the young;
For the promise of the child;
For the strength that comes when needed;
For this family united here today.
Of those to whom much is given, much is required.
May we and our children remember this.
Amen.
Author Unknown

Thanksgiving Offering for World Evangelism


In October and November, the Church of the Nazarene places a special emphasis on the Thanksgiving Offering for World Evangelism Fund. The importance of funding the mission of the Church of the Nazarene has never been more critical than it is now. The World Evangelism Fund supports the mission and the ministries of our global organization.

This season, Stewardship Ministries partnered with Nazarene Missions International to coordinate the Thanksgiving resources for promoting and raising the World Evangelism Fund in your church.

November NMI Emphasis: Thanksgiving offering in the U.S.
1. Place red apples inside a wheelbarrow and push it down the aisle of the church and place it near an offering collection plate.

2. Have a Thanksgiving Harvest march offering to God for His bountiful provisions.

3. As each person comes by the wheelbarrow to give their offering, they take an apple. 

4. Even those who give no offering are invited to take an apple.

Sharing the Blessings: Compassion as a Lifestyle

The ultimate purpose of Nazarene Compassionate Missions International is not to provide goods and services for the needy, poverty-stricken, hungry, sick, abused, and forgotten, but, rather to partner with local congregations by providing  an opportunity for them to be involved in ministry meeting these needs.


“But let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never-failing stream!” Amos 5:24


In considering issues of gender, it must be clearly understood that God created both man and woman with the same purpose. “So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created THEM. God blessed THEM and said to THEM, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it.” Genesis 1:27 

Use of the blue hand:


—can symbolize water 

—can symbolize hope 

—can symbolize protection 

ACT JUSTLY; Mission to Women

Many women around the world are trapped in seemingly hopeless situations. They are forced to marry too young rather than obtain a proper education or must employ themselves in unsafe working conditions in order to provide for themselves and their families. Uncover what God’s Word says and what has already been done to change the lives of women around the world and how small changes can affect entire communities.
What is the Church of the Nazarene doing to reach out to women?
The Church of the Nazarene  has a long history of mission efforts to women  around the world. Here are some ways women are being served and reached for God through the Nazarene Church right now.

Extreme Peru 2
Millions of Peruvians living in large urban cities and in small jungle villages along the Amazon River have endured centuries without anyone introducing them to Jesus Christ. This Spiritual void has invited destructive social epidemics such as extreme poverty, child sex tourism, widespread drug and alcohol addiction, and brutal domestic violence. Extreme Nazarene Ministries and the leadership of Peru and South America, together have formed the project, Extreme Peru.

Extreme Peru exists to seek and deploy people into the darkest parts of Peru carrying the light of Jesus Christ so that minds, hearts and souls may be radically transformed in Him and to break the chains linking them to their dark Godless world.

Extreme Peru is a 4-year project that commenced in 2008 and will end February 2012. At the completion of the project, the goal is to have 120 new community centric mission churches planted in 7 geographical regions of Peru:

1. Iquitos

2. Pucallpa 

3. Puerto Maldonado 

4. Cuzco

5. Puno

6. Arequipa 

7. Tacna 

40/40 Strategy
Extreme Peru has developed a new missionary model that seeks to deploy 40 North American singles and 40 Peruvian singles into a 2-year church planting campaign. Each North American will be paired up with a Peruvian of the same gender. The pair will go through 6 months of job training, then 18 months planting 3 churches. 40 pairs, planting 3 churches each will result in 120 new churches planted.

30 Church Buildings
Extreme has contracted with Lazarian World Homes to license ‘Fastblock’, which is a revolutionary ICF (Insulated Concrete Form) construction block. The blocks are pure Styrofoam and are stacked one on top of the other just like giant Legos. While the concept might seem strange to those not familiar with ICF, the product is becoming more and more exploited in the United States and abroad. The advantages to using this material in our application are many

Becoming Healthy Citizens: Community-Based Health Care
Health care in most of South Asia is accessible to few of the poor. Through community-based health care, NCM fights the evils of malnutrition and infant and maternal mortality by making health services adequate and accessible, serving around 500,000 people in various projects throughout South Asia. CBHC focuses primarily on pre- and postnatal care, provides immunizations and health education including family planning and hygiene/sanitation issues, and raises people's awareness about diseases such as HIV/AIDS. CBHC also trains village health workers to offer basic health services locally. Child Development Centers include regular health checkups for the children, health & hygiene awareness lessons for children and mothers, and linkages to local health services.

Health and Well-Baby Ministries
Operation Warm Baby

Many of the mothers at Kudjip PNG Hospital who deliver at the hospital have little to clothe or care for a baby. Operation Warm Baby is helping to provide much needed items: onesies, sleepers, hat, socks, cloth diapers and pins, blankets, wash cloth and soap.

Now we are able to give each woman who has a baby in our hospital an "Operation Warm Baby" pack! Many of these women have never received a present in their life. Some women cry when they receive this gift for their baby. They cannot imagine anyone caring so much about them. What a privilege to give in the name of Jesus!

PNG Needed medical supplies: 

Rolled Bandages

Materials: old used sheets, colored sheets are ok. The most useful size of bandage is 3 inches wide. Roll as tight as possible and tack with thread to secure the end. These may be placed in the autoclave at the hospital for sterilizing when prepared this way. If you need instructions on how to make a bandage roller please contact us.

Medicine

Tylenol and ibuprofen. Easy to find in any store in the USA but rarely available in Papua New Guinea. Buy a bottle and ship to us or donate financially for us to buy at cheap bulk rates.

Electrical Regulator

Required to run US donated electric equipment. The regulator prolongs the life of expensive medical equipment due to electric surges that are common in the country. Costs: $50.00. Need: 10

Cleaning supplies

Help reduce infections in the hospital. Needs:

Garbage cans: 10 @ $75 per can

Exam Gloves: 3000 per year: large size

Hydrogen peroxide: as much as possible

Liquid soap: as much as possible

Maintenance Supplies

Skill saw blades 7 ¼, 10 inch blades

Planer blades 12”

Drill bits multiple sizes

Short concrete bits-1/4, 5/16, 3/8

Nails-1”, 1 ¼”, 1 ½”, 2” 16 and 18 gage brad nails

Assist with obtaining bulk loads of medicine and supplies

We are able to obtain medicine, supplies and equipment through Heart to Heart International. Help support the $500 shipping fee for which we obtain on average $275,000 worth of medicine and supplies.

Shipping Help

The cost of shipping a 20 foot container from Medford, Oregon to Kudjip, Papua New Guinea is $6,000.00. If you would like to assist is covering these costs please send your check to:

Nazarene Hospital Foundation

555 Black Oak Dr Suite 100

Medford, OR 97501
www.nazarenehospitalfoundation.org/special-projects.pdf
Helping Mothers Meet Critical Healthcare needs
Klara is the cute little gal sitting with her mama She has a congenital heart defect called Tetralogy of Fallot. For all you non-medical readers, her pump is really messed up. If Klara had been born in America, her condition may have been detected on ultrasound before she was born or most certainly as a newborn. But Klara lives in PNG. She was at least 4 years old when someone first heard her heart murmur and made the diagnosis. Next month she will be seen by a visiting cardiologist. If she passes the screen, Klara and her mom will fly to Port Moresby for surgery by Operation Open Heart.

Nazarene Medical Organization offers hope through healing 

Through Nazarene Health Services, the Church of the Nazarene in Papua New Guinea trains volunteers to provide preventative health services to their communities, as well as training women as village birth attendants in an effort to reduce the country’s high rate of infant and maternal mortality. In developing countries like Papua New Guinea and the many others around the world, there is a critical shortage of necessary health care workers and resources.

Transforming Lives Holistically: Community Development
Community Development is the holistic method of effecting long-term, sustainable change in people's lives and communities. It consists of locally-organized programs that integrate all aspects of development, depending on local circumstances. These programs include small enterprises and income generating, micro-credit, health care and sanitation, adult literacy, skills development, women's empowerment, human rights issues, and environment conservation
Empowering the Helpless: Vocational Training
Poverty forces people into dependency. With no education and no skills to offer, the poor and underprivileged are at the mercy of their superiors. Through Vocational Training centers (usually 20–50 students, primarily female), NCM offers courses in tailoring and handicrafts, typewriting and computer skills, carpentry, homestead gardening, and other locally relevant and marketable skills. This enables people to be self-sufficient and to care for themselves and their families. Vocational Training classes are often offered to mothers of CDC children in the context of self-help groups and to older children who have graduated from CDCs.

Developing Entrepreneurs: Micro-Credit and Income Generation
During the last few years, thousands of women (as well as some men) have joined Nazarene self-help groups (SHG) throughout South Asia. SHG members save a small amount each week and eventually receive a loan, with which they purchase various assets to start small businesses and become self-reliant, such as raising animals, fishing, planting and harvesting fruit, providing transportation with bikes, rickshaws, or motorcycles, opening small shops, or tailoring. NCM representatives advise local people and train them to use the funds effectively and wisely. A number of large-scale projects, including CDCs, habitually encourage the formation of self-help groups and offer awareness trainings and other services in the context of these groups.

Sangita's story (Nepal):
When her husband lost his job, Sangita knew that a hard struggle lay ahead. Five children and her aged parents, squeezed into a miserable little hut, with no regular income. She didn't know how they could survive. Soon she was dreading each new day. Then she joined a Nazarene self-help group. For two years, she saved a few cents every week, as much as she could spare. Finally she received a loan, and bought two oxen for income through labor.

Today, Sangita has not only repaid her loan and has a regular income to feed her family, she has also been able to save enough to build a much bigger and nicer home. The self-help group taught her how to handle her money wisely and invest in the right way. Another thing Sangita learned in the group is how to prepare nutritious meals for her children with the food that is available to her. There is already a visible difference in her youngsters, and Sangita actually looks forward to planning her meals every day. She's also more aware of health, hygiene, and sanitation issues, and will be careful to observe all she's learned when she lives in her new home. She can't wait to move. What a difference the self-help group has made in her life!

A Story of Hope
Bridget Bonner came to Peru after spending time as a short-term missionary in another part of South America. She got connected to Hope House as an assistant but soon the Peruvian pastor who was the director of Hope House was completely out of the picture, leaving Bridget alone with a group of teen girls who desperately needed her. 

With no support and with the cupboards literally bare of food, water or other resources, Bridget had to make a decision: would she walk away from this overwhelming situation and let the girls go back out on the street or would she stay there and somehow try to continue to help? Bridget had a long conversation with God and decided that, with his help, she would give it go. Since that time, she has faithfully served at Hope House and has made a life-changing difference for many, many Peruvian girls. After marrying Greg, she found a partner to help her in the work.

Hope House residents come from a government agency that receives homeless girls picked up off the streets by Peruvian Police. The girls enter a government program similar to a detention home. The problem is, this program is so bad it is not much better for the girls than street life. Through referrals and as Hope House has openings, girls are released from the program to Hope House. Without Hope House, many of the girls would live a life of petty crime, prostitution, and drugs.

The Magdalena Film
Many women in Italy suffer from domestic abuse and mistreatment. "Magdalena" seeks to point them to the hope of Christ.
Italy (MNN) ― The Muslim woman entering the Campus Crusade for Christ afternoon tea for women is obviously hesitant. She is unsure about Christianity, and her religion is restrictive of women. How curious to have a group of Christians here to celebrate women! There are 24 other women in the room enjoying this afternoon tea being hosted in Rome, Italy. Event Coordinator Tina Lyle introduces the film being shown. It is called "Magdalena." Scenes are played of Christ reaching out to the outcast and unloved women in society. Before long, the Muslim woman is crying. 

This true story is just one touching tale of the many responses received during the film showings of Magdalena. The JESUS Film Project has been hosting events for their "Magdalena: Released from Shame" movie this year in Italy, a country where many women are oppressed and marginalized. It may be shocking, considering that it is one of the more well-developed nations in the world. 

But this film could not have a better audience than the women in Italy. According to Italy's National Institute of Statistics, one in every three women between the ages of 16 and 70 have suffered domestic abuse or mistreatment. It is estimated that nearly 7 million women in Italy have also experienced psychological violence like isolation, blackmail, harassment, stalking and intimidation
In the film "Magdalena," a transformed Mary Magdalene tells of the compassion and miraculous acts of Jesus as He reached out to society's outcast women. From examples such as the sickly woman with clotting blood, to the woman who committed adultery and was about to be stoned, stories of Christ's healing and tender love toward these women are messages of hope for women today. Scenes from the "JESUS" film are also included in Magdalena. 


Revel states, "We discovered that this movie could become a tool for us to...offer a solution for these problems, and we are working...with many groups that are

 already active in helping women in need and in danger and women who need to start their lives all over again."

There was an old Youth musical in the early 70’s entitled, “Do You Really Care?” It went on to say, “Spread good news everywhere. Teach others how to share. Do you really care?”

There is an opportunity for us to care and share in missions, evangelism and ministry daily. What will our answer be?
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